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Identify

interested scientists

Give them skills,

support, and resources
Give them opportunities 

to share their science with

many audiences in many ways

Social media

AGU’s Sharing Science program

sharingscience.agu.org



Most Americans Cannot Name a Living Scientist

*



Disconnect b/t public and scientists



• 79% of U.S. adults say 

science has made life 

easier for most people.

People like science and scientists



People trust science and scientists



Do you agree that public policies should be based 
on the best available science?
• 72% of Democrats and 70% of Republicans agree, compared with 57% of Independents.

Source: A Research!America survey of U.S. adults conducted in partnership with 
Zogby Analytics in January 2017.



Why bother?

● Funding

● Widespread dissemination 

● Increased citations

● Renewed enthusiasm

● Institutional recognition



• Are new

• Are unusual or counterintuitive

• Significantly advance a field

• Relate to current events 
or landmarks

• Impact our daily lives

• Change our understanding of 
the universe

• Appeal to the senses

Science: When are results newsworthy?



What we know 

What is new

Why it matters 

Context

Background

Frame of reference

The new finding Comparison to what 

was known

Societal impact

Why should we 

care?

Human 

dimension

Crafting a message for a news 
story



What does this mean?

Why it 
matters

What 
we 

know

What’s 
new

Prepare your “take home” message



Do your homework

Prepare your main messages in 
advance

Anticipate what might be contentious

Avoid negative statements about other 
researchers and their work



Get back to your main messages

Bridge back to your main 
points

Prepare transition 
statements. Don’t step 
deeper into the controversy. 



“That’s not my 

particular field of 

expertise, but 

what I can tell 

you is …”

“That wasn’t the 

focus of our 

research; what 

we found is …”

“I see where 

you’re going with 

that question, but 

what’s really 

important here is 

…”

Get Back to Your Main Messages


